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"'ttbe Bast anb Zhc Meet 

A QUARTERLY REVIEW FOR THE 
STUDY OF MISSIONS. 



The East and The West is a quarterly Review 
containing 120 pp. of matter. Its object is not to 
furnish details of work done by societies, but to discuss 
problems which arise out of Mission work, both in 
heathen countries and in the Colonies. The Review 
welcomes frank criticism of existing Missions from 
any who do not object on principle to all missionary 
work. In addition to articles of general interest it 
contains reviews of books which bear directly or 
indirectly on Missions. 

The AECHBISHOP OF CAKTERBDBY says of it, "In its 

pages picked men — not all of them members of our Communion — 
suggest to us in a stimulating way the practical problems 
now awaiting solution. All the better if sometimes no adequate 
answer is even attempted by the writer. It sets us thinking. 
It calls us to our knees, and adds intelligence to our prayers." 



The Review may be obtained through any book- 
seller, or direct from the S.P.G. Office, at Is. per 
copy, or 4s. per annum, post free if prepaid. 



The bound Volumes of "The East and The 
West" for 1903-1913 are obtainable, including 
List of Contents and specially prepared Index, 
price 4s. 6d. each; by post, 4s. lid. each. 



AUSTRALIA. 

BY THE ARCHBISHOP OF BRISBANE. 



Australia. 

"Brethren, we are debtors." — Rom. viii. 12, 

THESE words represent a lesson 
which mankind in general is slow 
to learn. The sense of obligation is 
not over common among us, and it is 
wherever we find it the hall-mark of a 
noble mind. But, however difficult, it is 
a lesson which we of the British race 
must learn on a grand scale if we are to 
be true to our vocation, and nothing in 
my life has brought this home to me so 
vividly as my experience abroad. For 
I am here, not merely as a Bishop from 
overseas to tell you of the work going 
on in Australia, but rather as an English- 
man like yourselves, with an upbringing 
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WORLD PROBLEMS 

and outlook like your own, and with 
sympathies which have grown up through 
more than forty years of life and work in 
England. I am here as an Englishman 
who has gone abroad to tell you some 
of the great lessons which I have learnt 
in greater England. 

It may seem a paradox, but it is 
nothing less than the truth, that the 
very greatness and glamour of our life 
in England tends towards a certain 
narrowness of outlook. We are engrossed 
in our own affairs ; the very domestic 
concerns at our doors are on a grand 
scale ; the struggles in the political 
world, even when they concern the 
United Kingdom alone, are titanic. 
Every commercial scheme, every social 
problem, every new phase in the national 
daily life deals in millions. There is 
12 
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so much to think about in England that 
we have no time for the things outside, 
and the ordinary man does not, as a 
matter of fact, trouble his head much 
about the more distant issues, still less 
about the fortunes of coming generations. 
With us in the colonies it is different. 
Our life is small and peaceful compared 
with yours; our domestic affairs are 
still, as compared with yours, in an 
elementary stage. We cannot as yet 
claim a position of equality in the 
councils of the nations. We do not affect 
the march of world politics ; rather we 
are the affected ones. It will not always 
be so, but at present our very weakness 
makes us look afield. It is our habit — 
not as with you an occasional pastime — 
to watch the larger issues of the 
world's development. We learn abroad 
13 
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a new sense of proportion ; we see the 
British race in its relation to the other 
races of the world ; we are ever 
straining our eyes beyond the present 
to see the possibilities with which the 
future is so rich. 

Something of this I have learnt since 
I went abroad, and I want to pass on 
to you four great impressions which 
summarize my experience : — 

1. First I have learnt, as I never 
learnt in England, the greatness of the 
experiment which we are trying in the 
British Empire itself. Most Englishmen 
are proud of the Empire, that is, they 
are prepared to cheer for it at public 
meetings and to read the story of it 
with glowing hearts ; but I am not so 
sure that everyone in England recognizes 
how purely experimental the whole thing 
14 
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is. We are trying an experiment in 
our Empire which is new in the history 
of the world. We are seeking to con- 
solidate a union upon a wholly new 
principle. History tells us of many 
empires which have come and gone, 
various in their development, their 
culture, and their contribution to the 
world ; but one principle »is recognizable 
in them all. All empires hitherto have 
been built upon the principle of the 
destruction of nationality. This was the 
principle of the Assyrian conquerors ; it 
was the policy of the Athenian states- 
men ; and Rome, as you all know, 
crushed out the nationality of her subject 
races with a heavy hand. But the 
British Empire is built upon Liberty. 
Taught by the American War of In- 
dependence, Britain has said to her 
15 



WORLD PROBLEMS 

colonies, " Realize yourselves ; grow into 
nationhood, and I will defend your coast 
line from attack." Here is the unique 
interest of our Empire — we are seeking 
to weld together not subject races, but 
free nations. Our motto is " Imperium et 
libertas," for we seek to consolidate 
Empire while we preserve Liberty, and 
in this we are seeking a new thing in 
the history of man. But we must 
recognize that as yet it is only an 
experiment. Whether the Empire will be 
consolidated or whether it will crumble 
into independent commonwealths is a 
question to be settled in the next 
generation. Meantime the experiment 
is a noble one, and if we can achieve 
so glorious a unity we shall have secured 
the best of all safeguards for the peace 
and progress of the world, 
16 
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2. This my first impression is, as you 
see, purely secular, but it leads on to a 
second, to which I especially desire you 
to attend. I have learnt with increasing 
conviction the importance of the Colonial 
Church. (Here let me say in parenthesis 
that if I speak exclusively of our own 
Church I am not forgetting other great 
spiritual forces which are in the field). 

The Church in the dominions, like 
the dominions themselves, is still in an 
elementary stage. It has not reached 
the maturity and the might of the 
Church at home ; but I think few 
Englishmen even dimly recognize how 
great a part it is to play. 

We see its importance first from 

the Imperial point of view. I have no 

time now to attempt definitions, but I 

will assert the axiom that the secret of 

17 
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a nation's progress and the cement of 
its unity is Religion. Religion more 
than aught else is a maker of nations. 
Religion was the impulse which founded 
the United States of America ; it has 
created and kept alive the Greek 
Christian nationalities of the Near East. 
It was the Church of England which 
welded the English race into one : and 
so it will be in the dominions of our 
Empire. If it be true that genuine 
nations are growing up in Australia, in 
New Zealand, in Canada, and South 
Africa, then it matters more than I can 
express that the witness of the Church 
for the unseen things should be clear 
and continuous and everywhere available. 
We Churchmen in Australia are alive to 
this, and we claim to be empire builders 
in the very truest sense of the word. 
18 
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But the issues at stake are even more 
plainly seen from the standpoint of the 
evangelization of the world, and I think 
the true importance of the Colonial 
Church cannot be appreciated until we 
see it in its setting of the Mission Field. 
And here, gentlemen, I must make a 
great assumption, an assumption which 
I trust it is no longer unsafe to make 
in an assembly of Christians. I assume 
that you accept the missionary obliga- 
tion ; that you so far believe in our Lord 
Jesus Christ that you accept His words 
as living commands and desire (God 
knows how feebly we desire it) to 
conform your life to His will. And His 
will and commandment is plain enough 
as we all know perfectly well — "Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and unto the uttermost 
19 
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part of the earth." If this be true, 
if you recognize your obligation to 
promote the extension of His Kingdom 
throughout the world, then the Colonial 
Church will present itself to you as a 
beacon of hope. For what is the 
situation ? I am thankful indeed to 
notice the growth of the missionary spirit 
everywhere in the Church of England. 
Every diocese, almost every parish, 
thrills with awakening life. The income 
of the missionary societies shows steady 
advance, and never before in her history 
has the Church of England had more 
men and women in the field. But for all 
that the demand increasingly outpaces 
the supply ; the appeal from all parts of 
the world is overwhelming. It is not the 
appeal merely of vacant Mission stations 
or new tribes awaiting teachers — it is the 
20 
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appeal of awakening civilizations, of 
whole races suddenly become self- 
conscious, and with their self-conscious- 
ness, conscious also of a new spiritual 
discontent. Christendom is on its trial, 
and of all Christendom the moral 
obligation to respond lies most heavily 
upon the Church of England. What 
will the Church of England do ? Will 
she — can she — rise to the occasion ? It 
is in this crisis of need that the 
emergence of the Colonial Church is so 
full of hope. 

I must confine myself to the Church 
in Australia. The Church there promises, 
if God will, to be not merely the salt of 
nationality and the soul of a white 
nation's life — she is called to be a light 
of the heathen world. Everything seems 
to show Australia's vocation as a great 
21 



WORLD PROBLEMS 

missionary Church, We see it in the 
character of the people. The AustraHans 
are born travellers. Their lonely life 
has given them splendid qualities of 
resourcefulness and self-reliance. The 
rigours of a new country have schooled 
them to endure hardships with a cheer- 
fulness and an optimism which I have 
seldom seen equalled, and to see their 
tasks through with persistent determina- 
tion. Could you ask for better material 
for the Mission Field ? And indeed they 
are proving their worth in action. In 
Africa, in Persia, in India, in China, in 
Japan, in the islands of the sea 
Australian born missionaries are already 
bearing up the hands of the Mother 
Church. Our contributions to the 
support of Missions amount to about 
;^24,000 in all— about ;^1 3,000 from the 
22 
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Australian Board of Missions and about 
the same amount from the Church 
Missionary Association, and please God 
they will increase as the years go on. 
Yes, the Church of England is entitled 
to hope great things of her daughters, 
and their increasing power will yet be 
a factor upon the field of the world's 
evangelization. 

3. My third impression seems to 
come almost as a comment upon what I 
have just said. I have learnt to apply 
the text with a special emphasis to 
Englishmen, and especially to English 
parents at home. It is sometimes said 
that Australian appeals ought not to be 
made in England, and you might 
naturally draw your own conclusions 
from what I have just said of the 
growing missionary power of the Church 
23 
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in Australia. If she is so strong, you 
may say, why should we be expected to 
help ? We have our own burdens ; let 
the Australians bear theirs. No one 
would re-echo this sentiment more 
heartily than the Australians themselves : 
but it does not exhaust the subject, and 
it is a sad thing which I now have to say. 
Every year society in England casts out 
a certain number of her rebel sons ; 
often enough they are high spirited 
young men full of promise, made of the 
material which is characteristic of the 
race ; but there has been some lapse, 
some revolt against the laws of society, 
and the first thought in the mind of 
relatives in such a case is emigration to 
the colonies. For my part I am proud 
to think that Australia is the land of new 
starts, and from the bottom of my heart 
24 
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I thank God for many noble and useful 
lives now being lived which began thus. 
But, alas ! it is not always so. The 
" remittance man " is no uncommon 
feature anywhere in Australia, and I seek 
to emphasize the fact that so long as this 
is so Englishmen must not consider 
that they have no obligation towards 
Australia. It seems to me both cruel 
and un-Christian to send men out of 
England for England's good unless with 
them you send some provision for moral 
and spiritual influences to help them 
back to the straight path. You are 
debtors, not merely because the Colonial 
Church is a good investment, but also by 
reason of the burden — a burden, mark 
you, which we in no sense refuse — which 
you have laid upon us in your own 
interests. 

25 
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4. Yet one more lesson have I learnt 
in my experience in Australia — a lesson 
easily learnt by every Christian man, 
whether in England or Australia, who 
tries to do God's will. Have you not 
found, my brothers, have we not all 
found at all times and in all places that 
in so far as we seek to obey our 
conscience we learn the nearness and 
power of God ? " If a man love me he 
will keep my words .... and I will 
manifest myself to him." It is true of 
individuals, and it is true of the Church 
at large. Who can doubt that in 
response to your awakening obedience at 
home the power of God's Spirit is 
coming upon you with a new abundance ? 
So, too, wherever the Church, mindful of 
her Lord's commands, expands into new 
lands we find her weak efforts em- 
26 
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powered with a force and with a success 
which amazes us. So it will ever be. 
When the disciples first went forth in 
simple obedience we are told that they 
preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them and confirming the Word with 
signs following, I testify from my own 
experience, and I know your experience 
will support me, that the signs do follow 
whenever we can gather up our courage 
to obey ; that the Pentecostal power is 
here among us, and we know it and see 
it everywhere as soon as the conditions 
of Pentecost are fulfilled. " Ye shall 
receive power," said our Lord to those 
whom He had called to extend His 
Kingdom, and He added, " Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth." 
27 
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My appeal to you, and my prayer 
to-day, is that you may school yourselves 
more and more to look beyond your 
immediate environment and see in true 
proportion the issues at stake outside 
Great Britain. It is not only the obliga- 
tion of your citizenship, it is your 
individual Christian duty which you 
neglect at your peril. It is not for 
nothing that God has sent forth the 
British race to be the pioneers of liberty 
and the nursing fathers of the child races 
of the world. And if Britain is to fulfil 
her vocation, then Britain's Church must 
speak with a clear voice, and the voice of 
Britain's Church is the voice of the 
witness and life of us her sons. 



28 



CANADA. 

BY THE BISHOP OF WILLESDEN. 



Canada. 

FROM the year 1497, when Canada 
was discovered, until 1759, when 
the policy of Pitt and the great victory 
of Wolfe at Quebec changed it all, 
Canada belonged to France, and 
during these 250 years France sent out 
the very best of her nobles, her mer- 
chants, her clergy. They were 
adventurers, they were explorers, they 
were missionaries. And to-day the 
effect remains. In the Province of 
Quebec, in the east of Canada, there 
is a large French Canadian population 
still under obedience to the Roman 
Catholic Church, on the banks of the 
31 



WORLD PROBLEMS 

River St. Lawrence, of which we have 
lately read so much in connection with 
the terrible loss of the Empress of Ireland. 
All along the Gulf of St. Lawrence, for 
600 miles, there are studded these little 
villages into which hardly any news 
comes even now from the outside world, 
where life is as primitive as it 
possibly can be, and under the guidance 
of the Roman clergy is kept pure and 
simple, and in many ways to be admired. 
Of late years many of these French 
Canadians have left the Province of 
Quebec and are to be found in Ontario. 
The power of France and the Roman 
Catholic Church still remains. In the 
legislation of Canada it is provided by 
Act of Parliament that every single 
statute shall be published in French as 
well as in English, and the unit of 
32 
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representation in the Federal House of 
Parliament is to-day, and always will 
be, the Province of Quebec. These 
French Canadians have a great 
influence upon the political life of 
Canada. They have their separate 
schools, in which care has been taken 
that their children should be taught 
the faith as they believe it. They 
form a third part of the population of 
Canada, and their votes are given 
largely under the direction of the Roman 
Catholic clergy. 

But, of course, to-day all is changing 
as the north-west and west of Canada 
have been opened up. There are in the 
whole Dominion 7,000,000 of people 
scattered over an area as large as Europe, 
so that the population of Canada to-day 
is only two to the square mile, a land 
33 
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of immense wealth in its wheat-bearing 
districts, in its forests, in its minerals; 
all these are being developed, but still 
so slowly. 

If only people in this country could 
have been made to see the importance of 
Canada years ago, instead of pouring 
their money, as they did, into the United 
States of America, and building there 
with British capital every railway, 
starting every commercial enterprise, 
while they grudged what little they 
gave to our own colony in British 
North America, what a difference there 
would be to-day. We might have had 
70,000,000 people in Canada instead of 
7,000,000, if only the message that was 
given by a few prophets had been 
accepted, and the people here in England 
had taken their real share in the work of 
34 
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the development of Canada. But in 
those days the colonies were considered a 
bore and a nuisance, to be got rid of if 
possible, and, alas ! the Church of 
England has also failed in her duty. 
For a long time it was found impossible 
to persuade those in authority in England 
to allow a Bishop to be consecrated for 
Canada. Efforts were made again and 
again, but it was not until 1787 that the 
first Bishop was sent to Nova Scotia — 
the first Bishop of the Anglican Church 
outside Great Britain and Ireland. 

And so slowly was the work carried 
on, that fifty years after, when 
Queen Victoria came to the throne, there 
were only two bishops in Canada, and 
beside them only six belonging to the 
Anglican Communion throughout the 
world. To-day all this is altered ; 
35 
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there are twenty-four Bishops in Canada, 
and it has lately been stated that 
there are 386 Bishops belonging to the 
Anglican Communion, of whom less 
than 100 are to be found in Great 
Britain and Ireland. A change has 
come, but if only the Church of England 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries had done her duty in taking 
care of those who were her kith and kin, 
who had gone out from her but still 
belonged to her, the whole condition of 
affairs would be different to-day in Canada 
as well as in the rest of the British Empire. 
A great work has indeed been 
done by the societies of the Church, 
The Society under whose auspices this 
service is held, the S.P.G., has con- 
tributed to the utmost of its power to 
the needs of the Church in Canada. 
36 
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But only being a fractional part of the 
Church in action, its work has been 
limited in extent. The S.P.C.K. has 
helped almost every Church in Canada. 
There is hardly a Church in the 
Dominion which has not had its grant 
from the S.P.C.K., and there is hardly 
a Bible from which the lessons are 
being read, or a Prayer Book used in 
the offices of the Church that has not 
been given by that great Society. 

This is by no means all that ought 
to have been done, but there is much 
for which to be thankful in the 
past history of the Church in Canada. 
Her line of Bishops has included great 
men like Mountain of Quebec, Fulford 
of Montreal, Medley of Fredericton, 
Strachan of Toronto, or my pre- 
decessor — George Hills, the first Bishop 
37 



WORLD PROBLEMS 

of British Columbia. These men 
indeed did their very best and strove 
to lay the foundations aright. But 
unfortunately, owing to the lack of 
interest of people at home here in 
England, and the want of money and 
men, the work has not proceeded in the 
way that it should have done. 

In British Columbia, in the far 
west of Canada, where I was allowed 
the privilege of spending eighteen years 
of my episcopate, the Church was 
started with all the force that could 
be given to it. In this very City of 
London in 1859 a meeting was held in 
the Mansion House, very different from 
many a meeting held there now. It 
was crowded with the leading merchants 
of the City. The Secretary of State was 
present, and a message sent from Queen 
38 



CANADA 

Victoria. Bishop Hills was assured of 
the heartiest support, and for a certain 
time it was given to him. When he 
went out, he took with him some of the 
best and strongest men. A liberal 
endowment was provided for himself 
and two Archdeacons by the generosity 
of Miss Burdett Coutts. Land was given 
by the Hudson Bay Company, and it 
is because the foundations were laid so 
well and so firmly that alone of all the 
provinces in Canada to-day, British 
Columbia has a leading number of 
Anglican Churchmen. While in other 
parts of Canada the Anglican Church is 
second or even third or fourth, so far as 
numbers are concerned, it still stands 
first in British Columbia. 

But instead of following that 
example, over and over again, as 
39 
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work in the different parts of Canada 
has been opened up, it has been 
miserably and wretchedly provided for ; 
and to-day in the great wheat-bearing 
districts of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta there is need of an immense 
amount of money to be poured in, and 
of men to be sent out and to be 
trained for the ministry, if that part 
of Canada is to be held for the 
Church of England and for Christ. 
The appeal ought to come home to 
Church people here. It ought to be 
plain and clear that they must be up 
and doing if they are to help this 
young nation, which for my part I believe 
requires more the ministrations of our 
Anglican Church than those which any 
other Christian body can possibly supply. 
The character of the Canadian 
40 
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is that he is inclined to be self-reliant, 
independent. It comes from the very- 
fact that he had courage to go out 
and open up the new country. He 
will never stand that authority of the 
Church of Rome which insists upon 
his obedience, which says to him the 
word "must." And having the "defects 
of his quality "he is inclined himself to 
be wayward and wilful, somewhat lacking 
in reverence and respect, and he wants 
something more than the " may " of our 
separated brethren. He wants the great 
"ought" of our English Church — what 
he ought to do, what is his duty, as we 
in our Church can plainly teach, if only 
we will be true and steadfast to the 
highest. No greater mistake can be made 
than to water down our teaching and our 
position in order to catch the multitude, 
41 
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Rather we should stand firm and stead- 
fast to what has been handed down to 
us — the Faith and order of the Church. 
So, a little company, gathered here 
to-day in this great City we thank 
Almighty God for the blessing that He 
has given to the work of the Church in 
Canada, while we acknowledge with 
shame that we ought to have done so 
much more. It is not a question of 
what we can conveniently give, but 
rather what we can inconveniently 
give. No new organ ought to be 
built in a church in England, no 
new window inserted, no new vestment 
bought, unless a similar sum to that 
expended on them is given for the 
work of our Church amongst our own 
people in the Dominion of Canada with 
its many and pressing needs to-day. 
42 
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And then there are still in Canada 
the Indian aborigines, to whom we 
have a great debt to pay. They 
are wards of the State. Treaties 
have been made with them regarding 
their lands and their reserves. Money 
has been spent in education and schools, 
and the training of them in the faith of 
Jesus Christ has been left to Christian 
bodies in Canada. The Church of 
England has her share in ministering 
to the 110,000 Indians in Canada; but 
there are still left many who are pagans, 
who have not been brought to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

And there is the great problem of the 
nations of the East. The newspapers 
to-day are full of the question as to the 
admission of these into the Dominion 
of Canada. There they are, 30,000 
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Chinese and 8,000 Japanese and 2,500 
Hindus. And what is our duty to 
thena? Surely to try to bring home 
the blessed message of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, to show to them by 
our teaching and our lives that we do 
believe that faith which we profess. 

Lastly, there are the different 
peoples who are coming into Canada 
to-day from South-Eastern Europe. In 
Winnipeg alone twenty, thirty, forty 
different languages are spoken. 

These are problems which indeed 
are most difficult to be solved, and 
which will never be solved aright unless 
the religion of Canada is something that 
is real and true. 

The future may lead to material 
prosperity, it may lead to tremendous 
trouble and disturbance. If English 
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Church people are contented with having 
their own privileges and enjoying them, 
and forget and ignore the great claims 
that are made upon them in " The Call 
of the World" to-day, then whatever 
outwardly it may appear to be, in 
God's sight it is all a miserable failure 
and a sham. From that may God in 
His mercy deliver us, and may He open 
our eyes to see the greatness of the need, 
and put it into our hearts to strive to 
the utmost of our power to lay the 
foundations aright in Canada for a people 
that must one day become one of the 
great nations of the earth. 
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THE FAR EAST. 

BY BISHOP MONTGOMERY, 



The Far East. 

I DEFINE the Far East for my 
purpose to-day as the region east- 
ward of Ceylon. Burma is indeed 
within the jurisdiction of the Indian 
Government, but its people are allied to 
those who live eastward. 

Now cast your eye over the immense 
regions on the Continent of Asia, ex- 
tending from Burma to Yokohama, 
including Borneo on the south-east. 
Throughout all that tract care for the 
white man, our own flesh and blood, 
numbered by thousands, on rubber 
estates, tin mines, and business houses, 
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in Treaty Ports, Crown Colonies, and 
scattered through China and Japan — 
care for them is a very solemn respon- 
sibility. They carry the fair fame of 
the Empire with them in business and 
as administrators. They should also 
be helped to sustain the character of 
Christendom in morals and Christian 
life among millions of civilized and 
cultivated members of Asiatic nations, 
but as yet non-Christian. There is no 
doubt also that the young Englishman is 
brought into a furnace of temptation in 
the Far East. Splendidly do hundreds 
resist, but it is only right for us at home 
to remember how great is the temptation 
to lose the Christian standpoint and to 
adopt temporarily Oriental morals. I 
believe it is the practice of many great 
firms to forbid marriage to their young 
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men for a good many years, and I know 
the good business reasons for such a 
rule, but as a Christian minister I also 
see the moral loss. It is the appearance 
of the English wife in a place which 
cleanses the atmosphere, and we can 
only thank God for such a blessed 
influence. What the Church can do, 
and must do, is to see that in all great 
centres at least there are chaplains of 
the highest class — tactful, noble-minded 
men, thoroughly sympathetic, apprecia- 
tive of fierce temptations, good "mixers " 
at the club and on recreation grounds, 
acting as "walking consciences," and by 
their steady example winning the respect 
and confidence of their own people. 
Such a padre is worth his weight in gold 
to us all — to your sons and daughters 
in the Far East. There is no more 
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important work for the Church to do 
than always to have the best priests (if 
possible public school and university 
men) in such centres as Rangoon, 
Penang, in half a dozen places in the 
Malay States, in Singapore, Borneo, 
Hong-Kong, Shanghai, Tientsin, Peking, 
Kobe, and Yokohama. I commend the 
cause to those who have business rela- 
tions with such places, but indeed it is, 
I believe, recognized already in all those 
ports and capitals that it is the duty of 
our people to support the Church in 
this endeavour. 

Now pass briefly in review each of 
those great Far Eastern lands. First, 
those within the Empire : — 

Burma. — Rangoon is becoming 
almost an Indian city. But throughout 
that land we are in touch with two 
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races — the Burman and the Karen, 
the last being only one of a number of 
tribes of animistic faith. No specially- 
great progress has been made by the 
Christian faith among the Buddhist 
Burmans, though there are splendid 
instances of devoted Christians among 
them and of ordained men and cate- 
chists : and in speaking of Missions in 
Burma no Churchman can omit to 
mention Judson, the great Baptist 
missionary of Burma, one of the beacon 
lights of the Mission Field. As in 
many other lands, so here, animistic 
faiths are crumbling before more highly 
organized religions. The question 
before Christendom is whether for our 
Lord and Master we will absorb these 
simple races or leave them to the 
Buddhist Burman, with ever a strong 
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underlayer of animism remaining. But 
we have a long way to go and must 
move eastward. 

I have already touched on the 
Europeans in the Malay States. The 
Malay himself, a Mohammedan, has 
hardly been affected by the Christian 
Church, and it is something of a 
reproach to us. But it also is to be 
remembered that this region contains 
tens of thousands of two very intelligent 
races as well, among whom much 
Christian work is done — I mean the 
South Indians and the Chinese. There 
are more Christian Chinese in Singapore 
and the Malay States than in many a 
diocese in China itself. 

But before I round Singapore to go 
northward let me ask you to survey the 
Dutch islands — Sumatra, Java, and 
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those others further east. We have an 
excellent chaplain who spends his time 
in ministering to the small groups of 
Churchmen in these Dutch possessions, 
and it is a blessed work. But it will 
interest you to know that although the 
aboriginal peoples of those islands have 
in the course of ages become Moslems 
to a large extent, yet also nowhere in 
the world have so many converts been 
made from Islam to Christianity as here. 
In Sumatra and Java there are 19,000 
Christians to-day who were Moslems. 
This is the work of Dutch Missions and 
very worthy of sympathetic notice. 

Borneo. — The Church in that island 
is in most sympathetic touch with two 
distinct Governments. To both we owe 
a great debt for their continuous good- 
will, and we are always glad to 
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acknowledge it. In Sarawak there are 
traditional relations with the Rajah's 
Government ever since the days of 
the first Rajah Brooke and Bishop 
McDougall. Dyaks and Chinese are the 
chief object of the Missions in Borneo; 
the great obstacle is the multiplicity of 
dialects both among Dyaks and also the 
Chinese. This is also true of the 
territory of the British North Borneo 
Company. I have seen celebrations of 
Holy Communion in the church at 
Kuching in four or five languages one 
after the other. 

I do not touch at any length upon the 
Philippines. That group is American, 
yet it is necessary to tell with thankful- 
ness of the work of the Church in that 
region under Bishop Brent, the first 
Bishop to be appointed, and one who 
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exercises an immense influence. He 
is the trusted adviser of American states- 
men and certainly the most prominent 
figure in the Philippines, known as a 
great, broad-minded Christian and states- 
man. He is, I believe, one of the 
strongest of opponents of the proposal 
that the United States should retire from 
the Philippines, and he has largely- 
helped in banishing opium altogether 
from that group. 

I have little to say of Bangkok. I 
wish I could speak of strong Christian 
work upon the side of the Church in 
Siam. Other denominations are doing 
far more. We have two Anglican priests 
in Bangkok. Formosa we pass on the 
right hand as we make for Hong- 
Kong, and it is worth telling that 
our own Japanese Christian Church 
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has its own Christian Mission in 
Formosa, staffed and financed by- 
Japanese Churchmen. 

All who know the Far East will have 
touched at Hong-Kong and Shanghai. 
You will realize what outposts these are 
to bring the East into touch with the 
West for good or for evil. I suppose 
there are 10,000 Europeans in Hong- 
Kong if we include the Army, 5,000 
who are non-military. It is one of the 
great posts for a worthy priest, and 
alongside of the English is a great 
Mission of our Church among the 
Chinese who number some 200,000 on 
the island. There is a famous Chinese 
University, inaugurated by Sir Frederick 
Lugard, assisted by wealthy Chinese and 
other Oriental gentlemen. If you visit 
Hong-Kong, one of the loveliest as well 
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as one of the greatest possessions of our 
Empire, I pray you not only to go to 
poor decayed Macao with its special 
temptations, not only to wonderful 
Canton, but also to find time to visit the 
splendid schools of our Church Mission 
and to worship in the beautiful Cathedral. 
There is an excellent spirit there. 
So again at Shanghai. The Cathedral 
in that city is a strong influence. 
Introduce your son or daughter to the 
Dean : and not far away visit the splendid 
College of the American Church under 
Bishop Graves, famed for its influence 
over thousands of intellectual Chinese 
gentlemen from all parts of South China. 
The teaching is all in English. 

But China itself — what can I say to 
you of such a land in five minutes ? 
There is Christian work proceeding all 
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over it! Go west as far as you like up to 
Mongolia down to Tibet. EveryTvhere 
you will find the Christian missionary 
within reach at all events, and women as 
well as men. A challenge was made 
some years ago in answer to someone 
who said there were no Christians in 
China, The challenger offered to escort 
anyone for 800 miles into the interior of 
China and to let him sleep every night in 
the houses of Christian Chinese. I 
would I could say that the Anglican 
Church was doing a great share of this 
work. Our work is good both in the 
south and in the north, but I suppose 
that our own Church cannot lay claim to 
more than one in every twelve Christian 
Chinese to-day. 

It is not easy to speak of the future 
of China. Those who know most would 
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say least, but they would assert they 
had a tender affection for that mar- 
vellous race, and perhaps you remember 
that the late Sir Robert Hart wrote that 
China might win a new life if she 
possessed 20,000,000 Christian Chinese. 
We who are working heart and soul in this 
respect for China are very hopeful that 
the changed attitude of China towards 
foreigners, in the teeth of Confucian 
teaching, is chiefly owed to the leaven 
of Christian examples exhibited to them 
by missionaries throughout that Empire. 
English Missions have refused com- 
pensation for murdered missionaries and 
burnt buildings, though the Chinese 
Government has voluntarily restored 
much property. It is really impossible 
to estimate the effect upon the world 
of a Christian China. On the other hand 
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it is appalling to think of that virile and 
capable race, numbering hundreds of 
millions, left without a faith, having lost 
the old one and having gained no new 
one, given up to materialism by contact 
with the West, injured by our short- 
comings, not helped by that which is at 
the root of our real greatness. Thank 
God, however, we hope that Christendom 
will do its duty more and more fully to 
China. 

I have yet to speak of Corea and 
Japan — the two to-day are under one 
Government. 

It is customary to speak of the 
Corean race as a feeble one, in all 
probability not likely to take a prominent 
place in the world in this century. I 
know not how that may be, but all know 
that once they were distinctly a con- 
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quering race. And even within our own 
times, in the latter half of the nineteenth 
century, I do not believe that anywhere 
in the world is there a nobler record of 
suffering, torture, and death faithfully 
endured in the name of Christ than 
among the Corean race. These martyrs 
were Roman Catholics, and perished by 
thousands. 

To-day there is a most remarkable 
movement towards Christianity in Corea. 
It is stated that there are probably some 
200,000 Christians there at this time, 
and the fruit of not more than thirty 
years' work. Moreover, the evangelizing 
has been effected by the Coreans them- 
selves in great part, not by Europeans. 
Our own Church is full of activity in 
Corea. Its members are by no means 
large — probably not more than 7,000. 
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But there is no more fervently 
evangelistic Mission than this, though 
at the same time the greatest pains are 
taken to ensure stability of faith. On 
Trinity Sunday this year two Coreans 
and one Japanese were ordained deacons 
in Seoul, the first clergy of the future 
Corean Church. 

Japan. — We have now reached the 
Island Empire, which occupies almost 
the same position geographically east- 
ward as Great Britain does westward, 
guarding, as they seem to do, at each 
end the great mass of the earth which 
we divide into Europe and Asia. All 
that the Christian Church can do to-day 
is to put leaven into that nation, the 
best that Christendom can give. We 
know Who is that leaven, also that He 
hastes not. Already Japan officially 
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considers that Christianity is one of the 
three religions worthy of reverence. 
Probably there may be attempts to 
produce an amalgam of religions 
with Christian morals. All we can do 
once more is to look on respectfully, 
seeing to it that the leaven is un- 
adulterated, and that our message is of 
the one Saviour of the world Who 
brooks no equal. The adoption, indeed, 
of Christian morals without the Christian 
faith is a fact to be noted in many 
non-Christian regions, and we are 
thankful for it. The Roman Church is 
strong in Japan, and also the Greek 
Orthodox Church. This last numbers 
about 33,0CX) members, and is wholly 
staffed by Japanese clergy with the 
exception of the Bishop, who is Russian. 
The various well-known American and 
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English Protestant Missions are strong. 
The Anglicans are represented by an 
independent Church, the Nippon Sei 
Kokwai, in full communion with us at 
home, and it has to-day ninety-four 
Japanese clergy with a much less number 
of European priests. 

One last word to cover all the Far 
East, and, indeed, other regions also. 
Every continent in its degree, and almost 
every race in every continent, dreams 
to-day of an independent life free from 
the domination of other nations outside 
its own territory. No one can be 
surprised. The day may come, indeed, 
when the West may no longer dominate 
the East or the South, but be in 
friendly alliance with all portions of the 
globe to the mutual benefit of all. 
That surely is in no sense contrary to 
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the dream of Christendom — " Sirs, ye 
are brethren." The Body of Christ, a 
mere torso to-day, waits hopefully for 
the time when every race may take the 
place ready for it "in Christ," living its 
own life, and bringing for the good of 
all its own special contribution of gifts, 
graces, and virtues to the common 
stock of a nobler humanity. 
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India. 

" Now there were certain Greeks among those 
that went up to worship at the feast : these 
therefore came to Philip, which was of Bethsaida 
of GaHlee, and asked him, saying. Sir, we would 
see Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew : 
Andrew cometh, and Philip, and they tell Jesus." — 
S. John xii. 20-22. 

CHRISTIAN workers who have 
visited India, China, and Japan 
have told me that they have felt that the 
Christian Church in India has set before 
it a task more difficult than that which 
confronts it in either China or Japan. 
Those who have travelled over various 
parts of India have told me that in 
no part of India is the work more 
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difficult than in the United Provinces 
which constitute the Diocese of 
Lucknow. In these Provinces we 
have Benares, the stronghold of 
Hinduism ; Muttra, the home of Krishna 
worship ; Ajudhiya and Chitrakot, places 
of pilgrimage for the worshippers of 
Ram ; Allahabad and Hardwar, to which 
lakhs* of Hindu pilgrims resort at the 
time of the Kumbh Mela ; while 
Lucknow, Agra, Bareilly, and Jaunpur 
have inherited strong Mohammedan 
traditions. The task is difficult, and, 
therefore, we, as Englishmen, thank God 
that He has called us to serve Him in 
that country. We who witness for Christ 
in the United Provinces are thankful that 
we have been permitted to preach the 
Gospel of Christ in districts which 

* A ;afc/i = 100,000. 
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Indians have so long associated with 
religious life and thought. So difficult is 
the task that to many it seems impossible, 
and to some, I regret to add, undesirable. 
But just because some professing 
Christians are deficient in faith, it 
becomes those who through God's grace 
have faith in the power of the Gospel to 
make a special effort. Apart from faith, 
so far as we can judge, miracles are 
impossible. We remember how it is 
recorded of our Lord in the Gospel, " He 
could there do no mighty work because 
of their unbelief." 

A missionary is often in perplexity as 
to how he can best help those who reside 
in the home country to co-operate with 
workers abroad in the propagation of the 
Gospel in foreign parts. Not long ago I 
was expressing some such feeling to a 
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friend who had invited me to address his 
flock upon Mission work in India. In 
reply to my question as to how I should 
treat the subject he said, " Our parish 
church is dedicated to S. Andrew, and I 
often remind my congregation that it is 
recorded in the Gospel of S. John that 
certain Greeks came to Philip and asked 
him, saying, ' Sir, we would see Jesus,' 
and how that it is written, ' Philip cometh 
and telleth Andrew ; Andrew cometh and 
Philip and they tell Jesus.' Now," he 
added, " I tell my flock that S. Andrew 
represents the Church in England and 
S. Philip the worker abroad who knows 
the conscious or unconscious desire of 
non-Christian peoples to see Jesus. He 
comes and tells the Home Church of 
their needs, and the two together come 
and tell Jesus." This coming to Jesus is 
74 



INDIA 

the necessary act of faith that makes 
this extension of the Incarnation possible. 
I often think that the position of the 
Church in regard to Mission work 
corresponds in large measure to the 
position of the Virgin Mary when the 
Angel Gabriel came to her in the city 
of Nazareth and said, "Hail! thou 
that art highly favoured, the Lord is 

with thee But she was greatly 

troubled How shall this thing 

be ? . . . . And the angel answered 
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee and the power of the 

Most High shall overshadow thee 

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord, be it unto me according to 
thy word." I trust that there is nothing 
irreverent in this comparison. At any 
rate it is true that our Church is often 
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troubled and often asks, " How can this, 
thing be ? " Possibly, too, it thinks that 
the event foretold is unnecessary or it 
may be undesirable. What will our 
neighbours say? I often wonder at the 
want of faith displayed by our Church ; 
the fretful clamouring for immediate 
results of such a kind that all will be 
obliged to recognize them. I wonder at 
the want of faith that is hindering God's 
purpose. One longs for the faith of the 
Virgin, "Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord, be it unto me according to Thy 
wordy She believed that the Holy Ghost 
would come upon her and that the power 
of the Most High would overshadow 
her ; and because she believed this great 
miracle became possible. Did not the 
descent of the Holy Ghost mark the 
beginning of the Church's work? Have 
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we lost our faith in the power of the Most 
High ? It often seems to me that some 
refuse the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
decline to progress beyond the position 
reached some hundreds of years ago. 

" Andrew cometh and Philip and they 
tell Jesus." It is the help of Jesus that 
we need ; it is the knowledge of His 
will that should control our thoughts 
and inspire our lives. ^''Philip cometh and 
telleth Andrew." What report does the 
Church abroad bring to the Church at 
home ? Do the peoples of India really 
desire to see Jesus ? 

This much, I think, may be said with- 
out fear of contradiction — the teaching 
of Jesus is valued by all who become 
acquainted with it, and the beauty of 
His life is thankfully acknowledged. 
Those who know but little of the 
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Gospel feel that it has the power to 
make men men. An ever increasing 
number of educated Indians who are 
deterred by temporal considerations from 
seeking union with Christ through baptism 
accept Him as their spiritual guide. 
They know that there is nothing in the 
life of Christ that we desire to hide 
from view. They recognize that the 
weaknesses of the Church are due to 
unfaithfulness on the part of professing 
Christians, Indian and European, and 
not to any spiritual defects in the faith 
that we profess. 

There is, undoubtedly, a move 
towards true Christianity, and the move 
would be still more marked if only there 
were a wider knowledge of the Gospel. 
The spoken and written word are bearing 
witness to the truth. Through teaching in 
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schools and colleges, through preaching 
in towns and villages, through conversa- 
tions and the study of the written Word 
the number of those who know some- 
thing about Christ increases daily. The 
teaching of Christ and the life of Christ 
have affected the lives of many who 
shrink from the hardships that baptism 
would involve. 

Some of these are rendered unhappy 
by some of the recorded sayings of our 
Lord — " Think not that I came to send 
peace on the earth; I came not to send 

peace, hut a sword He that 

loveth father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me, and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me.'' 

" Why did Christ," a student asked 
of a friend of mine, " utter those words ? 
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Might they not have been omitted from 
the Gospel ? " Think of the son who 
desires to be baptized that he may more 
perfectly conform to the will of Christ 
and become a partaker of sacramental 
grace, and yet cannot bear to think of 
the sorrow that he will bring upon 
parents to whom he owes so much, and 
upon himself too, if he be no longer 
permitted to remain as an acknowledged 
member of the family. 

Some few weeks ago I received a 
letter from a Hindu graduate asking 
whether he could not be baptized 
privately, without his father's knowledge. 
" He knows," he pleaded, " that I study 
the Bible at home; he knows, too, that 
on Sundays I attend Service in a 
Christian church. I could, therefore, 
easily be baptized and lead a Christian 
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life without his ever discovering the fact, 
I could thus obtain the grace conveyed 
through baptism, and he would continue 
to regard me as a dutiful and loving 



son." 



Think of an educated Indian who has 
unmarried sons and daughters. If he is 
baptized no caste-fellow will give a son 
or daughter in marriage to any of his 
children, while among Christians it would 
be difficult to find a suitable wife or 
husband. 

Many Indian parents desire that their 
children should come under the influence 
of a whole-hearted Christian teacher. 
They would like their children to be 
Christ-like ; they trust that the strength 
of family affection and the prospect of 
social and worldly loss will deter them 
from becoming Christians. 
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Prominent among the forces that 
hinder the progress of Christianity 
among the educated classes of India is 
the rapid development of national life 
that we have witnessed in recent years. 
" Shall we acknowledge that the great 
thinkers and religious leaders of our own 
country were in any way inferior to those 
of Western lands ? Are not the Vedas 
older than the Gospel ? Ought we not 
to study our own religion before dis- 
carding it in favour of another with 
which by chance we happen to be better 
acquainted ? Is it not sufficient that we 
should accord to the Christ a prominent 
position among the great religious leaders 
of the world? Ought not each race or 
nation to have its own religion — a religion 
specially adapted to the religious genius 
of the people ? Do not many rivers 
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flow into the one ocean ? Is God to be 
approached by one path only ? " How 
familiar are such arguments to all who 
have taught in Mission schools and 
colleges ? Surely the leaven of the 
Gospel is at work. Christ is speaking 
with authority to those who have ears 
to hear. 

I have little doubt that there is 
among those who believe in a personal 
God a growing conviction that there 
is one God, supreme in heaven and 
on earth, so that the great question for 
consideration is this — "Which of the 
prevailing religions gives man the truest 
conception of God ? " 

The position of the uneducated 

village folk is different from that of the 

educated classes resident in towns. The 

latter have often something to gain by 

83 



WORLD PROBLEMS 

becoming Christians, and certainly have 
less to lose. They are often able to 
persuade their kinsfolk and acquaintance 
to come forward with them as candidates 
for baptism, and so escape the difficulties 
that beset the solitary convert. 

The mass movements, of which many 
an account has been written, have now 
extended into the Diocese of Lucknow 
and into some of the districts in which 
missionaries belonging to our Church 
are at work. 

There are two great difficulties con- 
nected with this work. The missionary 
has to decide what the qualifications 
for baptism should be. How much 
knowledge of the Christian faith must 
the candidate for baptism display ? 
How far must he discontinue practices 
that may be regarded as social rather 
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than religious ? The missionaries of our 
Church require a higher standard of 
instruction than the representatives of 
certain other societies, and for this reason 
among others the number of their con- 
verts is smaller. They also feel, and the 
Indians feel this more strongly than their 
Indian fellow workers, that many of their 
social customs should be discontinued 
by those who become candidates for 
baptism, not because they wish their 
converts to be Anglicized, but because it 
is so difficult to dissociate what is social 
from what is religious, and Indians who 
should know best feel that the new life 
should be lived under entirely new con- 
ditions. Those who take what the 
Hindu would regard as a more lenient 
view, set their hope on the children 
rather than on the parents. 
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The other difficulty to which I 
referred has reference to the relation in 
which the village convert stands to his 
local zamindar or landlord. The converts 
and their families require religious 
instruction and also some general 
education. The zamindar dreads the 
effect that education may have upon 
the labour market, and is considerably 
inconvenienced by Sunday observance 
on the part of those who work upon his 
land. 

When one of our missionaries asked a 
zamindar to grant him a piece of land on 
which to build a church or school, the 
zamindar replied, " I have already 
allowed you to baptize several of my 
tenants. Now that they are Christians 
what need is there for any further 
instruction ? " 
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I have referred briefly, perhaps too 
briefly to be intelligible, to some of the 
difficulties that beset Mission work in 
India, that we together may lay them 
before our Lord as Philip and Andrew 
came and told Jesus. 

The work in India is beset with 
difficulties of many kinds, but it is work 
that is fully in accord with the will of 
God — a gathering in of the fruits of the 
victory already won. To Jesus we come 
for help. Apart from Him we can do 
nothing. We come, knowing that what 
man in his own strength can never hope 
to accomplish, the Holy Spirit will effect 
in God's own time. 
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Africa. 

THE " cry of the world " is a cry for 
God ; it expresses in a more or less 
articulate form the world's need of God, 
and demands the help of the Christian 
Church towards the satisfaction of that 
need. It is through the sympathy and 
prayers of the Church that God can be 
brought into the souls that need Him 
and cry out for Him, 

In Africa there is no doubt as to the 
reality of the need and of the cry which 
expresses it, whether we look at the 
white races or the black, or whether we 
think of the relationship between the 
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two — a problem which can only be 
solved, and which will be solved, when 
God has entered the hearts of both black 
and white ; a problem which, like nearly- 
all problems, is at bottom a religious one. 
First, then^ there is, at any rate in 
South Africa, an increasing white 
population, for the most part Dutch in 
language and traditions, but including a 
growing number of our fellow country- 
men, both in the towns and on the land. 
And these people who go out from us, 
especially those who settle down to farm 
life, have an urgent need of your 
sympathy and prayers. In a new 
country there is very little that makes for 
discipline of life ; there is a free-and- 
easy " go-as-you-please " idea, with very 
little public opinion to check or control 
it. If these men are to be kept from 
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slackness, drink, and immorality, if they 
are to lead a decent Christian life and be 
a credit to England and a power for good 
amongst the nations who surround them, 
this will only be done by the power of 
religion and the ministrations of religion; 
and in many cases they feel this them- 
selves, and the feeling leads them to 
demand Church Services, to express a 
distinct grievance if they are not forth- 
coming, and to attend them and support 
them when they are provided. Of 
course, in many cases such Services can 
only be provided once a month or even 
once a quarter, but they do at any rate 
foster and keep alive the Christian stand- 
point and Christian principles amongst 
people subject to great temptations. 
There is something delightfully primitive 
and homely about these Services. There 
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is probably no church anywhere near ; 
the Service is held in a private house or a 
school building in some central position. 
Over the flat waving veldt the congrega- 
tion can be seen approaching miles away — 
some on horseback, some in Cape carts 
or buggies, or some kind of vehicle. We 
are not meticulously punctual, but are 
always ready to await the arrival of a cart 
which is seen bumping along over a bad 
road in the distance. Then the horses 
are out-spanned and knee-haltered and 
left to graze, and the Service (Mattins 
and Eucharist, as a rule) begins. Then 
when it is over there is a social gathering 
outside, with much discussion of crops 
and politics. Then the horses are 
caught and in-spanned, and the congrega* 
tion disperses in every direction across 
the veldt. But there has been a solemn 
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recognition of God's laws and a solemn 
reception of God's grace ; and, of course, 
if the Services cannot be started, or have 
to be abandoned for lack of priests, the 
Christian witness grows fainter and 
fainter, and the forces of evil more 
rampant and insolent, and many- 
tragedies are played out on the lonely 
veldt. Nowhere in the wide world are 
good priests more urgently needed. 
Their flock will be small indeed and 
scattered, but vast are the issues that 
depend upon their ministry and in- 
calculable the good that it can do. As 
far as population goes it is a day of small 
things in South Africa, but there is a big 
future before the country, and it is for us 
to lay the foundation well and truly on 
which a great structure can afterwards 
be raised. 
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Then there are the natives, and here 
again the cry goes up for Christ in the 
Church. Of course, there are many- 
difficulties and perplexities that dog our 
work, but we have one invaluable 
advantage — that in great measure we 
possess the confidence of the natives. 
They recognize that we are not " on 
the make," that we are not trying to 
" do them down " in the way in which 
they suspect (with some reason) that 
many white people are trying to do. In 
fact, as I heard it stated by a layman 
who is not a member of our Communion, 
in the eyes of the natives the Missions 
stand for fair play and disinterestedness, 
and help to convince them that fair play 
and disinterestedness are possible in 
white men's dealings with them. And 
if public opinion in South Africa is 
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gradually assuming a better attitude 
to natives, there is no doubt that such 
an improvement is largely due to the 
steady pressure and quiet witness of 
missionary work. 

And we have another advantage in 
the fact that in the case of the African 
native there is very little in the way 
of existing rival religious conviction to be 
combated and destroyed. Although 
there are certain superstitions connected 
with witchcraft and ancestor worship, 
yet comparatively speaking their souls 
are virgin soil in which Christianity can 
be planted with a fair chance of taking 
root ; and, indeed, what religious senti- 
ment the natives possess might be said 
to predispose them in a way towards 
sacramental worship and to an intelligent 
belief in |the Communion of Saints. 
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But though the Bantu natives have 
little traditional religion of their own, yet 
Christianity is to-day faced with a 
formidable rival in missionary work, a 
rival bitterly hostile, with whom we shall 
have to " fight to a finish " — I mean 
the power of Mohammedanism. The 
forces of the Crescent are working their 
way steadily down from the north ; they 
are engaging in a hand-to-hand conflict 
to-day with the Church in Central 
Africa, and their influence is being felt 
more and more in the South African 
Province of the Church. In and around 
Capetown they have long been active^ 
and are to-day carrying on a resolute and 
active campaign of proselytism. 

And Mohammedanism may be said 
to possess three great advantages in 
its conflict with Christianity^first, 
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unity, it is a compact, homogeneous 
religion, not weakened by " unhappy 
divisions " ; secondly, the keen enthu- 
siasm which has always animated 
its votaries ; and thirdly, a low moral 
standard, which does much to commend 
it to the consideration of barbarous races. 
There is no doubt that the combination 
of these qualities give Islam a tremendous 
power over against a Christendom split 
into a hundred sects, a Christendom 
weakened too often by the slackness 
and apathy of its members, a Christen- 
dom which yet holds up what may seem 
a fantastically high standard of living 
before the native mind. 

If then, in this great battle of 

Armageddon which is upon us, the 

Cross is to prevail against the Crescent, 

three things are necessary. First, we 
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must somehow or other close up our 
ranks and present a united front to the 
enemy. How this is to be done is 
becoming the problem of Christendom 
to-day. It certainly won't be done by 
our Church throwing away her heritage 
of Catholic faith and order, but it 
may be done through conference, sym- 
pathy, and prayer; through a spirit of 
co-operation, in which each fragment 
of Christendom shall contribute to a 
common stock that which it possesses 
of positive value and strength. When 
these contributions from diflferent sides — 
contributions of apostolic order and of 
evangelic enthusiasm — are combined and 
pooled, there may, by God's grace, emerge 
a united Christendom, which will go forth 
conquering and to conquer against all 
enemies. 
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And, secondly, we must match the 
keen enthusiasm of Islam with a still 
keener enthusiasm for the honour of our 
Master. Lukewarm, nominal Christians 
are no good to themselves or to the 
Church. We want red-hot enthusiasts, 
who can help to build up Christ's 
Kingdom because they have first 
cultivated Him in their own hearts and 
lives. It is the prayers and the lives of 
people like that in England which will 
give strength and vigour to the battle 
of the Church in Africa. And, lastly, 
we must keep up the high standard of 
Christian perfection before the eyes of 
the heathen. It may appal or repel 
them at the outset, but in the long run 
it will make its appeal to all that is 
honest and best in them. If we are 
true to the Christian ideal ourselves and 
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present it unfalteringly to them, then 
the slavery and the lust, which are the 
foul atmosphere in which Islam dwells, 
will be dispersed by the rushing mighty 
wind of the Spirit of Christ, and the 
natives of Africa will take their place in 
the ranks of redeemed humanity. 

These then are some of the problems 
of Africa — the problem of building up 
the lives and characters of white settlers 
on a Christian basis ; the problem of 
gathering in the native tribes to the 
fellowship of the Church, and the further 
problems which centre round the rela- 
tionship of whites and blacks. Africa 
is full of problems ; it is just that which 
constitutes its charm. Its destiny lies in 
the future, its history is still to make. 
But from beginning to end its problems 
are religious. Its cry is a cry for 
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deliverance, a cry for a Saviour, for 
grace and help, for sympathy, unity, and 
strength. 

Pray sometimes for Africa ; in helping 
her to gain peace you will find peace 
yourselves. 
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